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OPEA Hosts Annual Lobby Day at Capitol; “Soup Line ‘09”
For Immediate Release: February 5, 2009
Oklahoma City—The Oklahoma Public Employees Association will hold its annual Lobby Day at the state Capitol Tuesday, March 10.  This year’s theme will be

“Soup Line ‘09” (see attachment).

“Oklahoma’s public employees are some of the lowest-paid workers in the state,” said Sterling Zearley, OPEA Executive Director.  “We are reaching crisis proportions in public service, with some of our state workers receiving food stamps.  We hope our ‘soup line’ theme will help us make our point to the Governor and legislators that state employees can’t go on much longer.”

“Lobby Day:  Soup Line ‘09” will begin at 9 am with registration in the second floor rotunda.  OPEA members and state workers can visit their legislators until 11 am and the Soup Line Rally will be held on the Capitol’s south steps at 11:30.  Following the rally, OPEA will provide free soup and crackers.

“We understand the state is experiencing tough economic times and that revenue for pay raises will be difficult to fund,” Zearley said.  “But state employees continue to face serious financial problems as well, and are now 16 percent below market.  The time has come for legislators to develop a long-term compensation plan and get our state employees out of the soup line.”
Lobby Day attachment
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