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OPEA DENOUNCES POSSIBLE OJA PRIVATIZATION
OKLAHOMA CITY (June 19, 2009) – The Oklahoma Public Employees Association is denouncing the possible privatization of facilities under jurisdiction of the state’s Office of Juvenile Affairs.

At a Friday meeting of the OJA Board of Directors, discussion was raised about issuing an RFP (Request for Proposal) and an ITB (Invitation to Bid) allowing the private construction and management of new medium and maximum juvenile facilities.

“The OPEA is 100 percent against this,” said Deputy Director Scott Barger in his comments to the Board.  “Are we to repeat a mistake of the past?  Does anyone remember the scandal and finally the closure of a privately run facility in Union City?

“What message are we sending to the citizens of the State of Oklahoma?  By requesting an RFP or ITB for the management of a new facility, are we conceding that this current administration cannot cost-effectively manage the state’s juvenile facilities?  I don’t think that is the case,” Barger said.

The OPEA does support the building of a new or series of new facilities to replace old, insufficient ones.  In addition, OPEA supports the staff working in the facilities under very difficult conditions.

“After holding the line for you in these antiquated facilities,” Barger told the Board, “they should have the opportunity to move into new state of the art facilities and prove what they can do. OPEA has supported and will continue to support state-run juvenile services, but we will not sit idly by and watch private profiteers use political pressure to take advantage of the State of Oklahoma during these difficult economic times,” Barger said.

The OJA Board voted to delay further discussion on the issue until its July meeting.

Oklahoma Public Employees Association (www.opea.org) is a non-profit labor organization that has represented the interests of state employees at the capitol in Oklahoma since 1975.
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